INFORMING THE COST OF CO-EXISTENCE: WILDLIFE AND CATTLE
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Alberta is the largest beef producing province in Canada. There
are 26,500 farms suppor ng over 5.5 million ca le sharing the
landscape with na ve wildlife species. Wildlife species are an
important component of our natural landscapes, providing rec
rea on and hun ng opportuni es for Albertans. For a beef pro
ducer, co exis ng with wildlife o en results in economic im
pacts: animal or feed loss, property damage or loss, as well as
the costs of preven on and management ac vi es. Ignoring
these concerns can result in reduced tolerance toward wildlife,
and in some cases leads to persecu on of speciﬁc species.
How do we support this important industry in Alberta while
maintaining healthy wildlife popula ons? The purpose of this project is to help us be er understand the economic
impacts of wildlife to Alberta beef producers. For healthy wildlife popula ons to co exist on private lands in Alberta, it
is important to understand the economic burden faced by beef producers. If beef producers are doing well, and we are
addressing wildlife and ca le concerns then it is assumed the tolerance of wildlife will be higher.

O

O
Iden fy the species most involved in conﬂict with beef producers.
Evaluate the economic costs to beef producers in Alberta and within Alberta Beef Producer zones from ungulates,
carnivores and birds co exis ng on agricultural lands.
Develop comprehensive lists of costs associated with animal and feed loss, property damage, and preven on and
management ac vi es, including both direct and indirect costs.
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Understanding the economic impacts of wildlife to the livestock community in Alberta is important because it:
provides context of how wildlife a ect the ﬁnancial health and stability of beef producers,
informs policy and programs earmarked to reduce conﬂicts or address the economic burden to beef producers,
iden ﬁes higher risk communi es in Alberta where preven on, management and compensa on programs need to
be modiﬁed or directed.
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For more Informa on please contact Tracy Lee || Tracy@rockies.ca

